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REPORT 


` OF THE 2 
Chief Engineer any Superintendent 
OF THE 


. FOX & WISCONSIN IMPROVEMENT. 


Hon. ALExanpeR W. RANDALL, 
Governor of Wisconsin: 


Dear Sir—The Fox & Wisconsin Improvement Company, by 
the act chapter 112 of the lawsof the State of Wisconsin for 1856, 
are required to do certain work to complete the improvement 
of the Fox river, and perfect the navigation of the same from 
Green Bay to the Wisconsin river, and in order that the Gov- 
ernor and the Legislature, and through them, the people may 
know what this company have done to carry out the designs 
and intent of that act, so far as the completion of the work is 
concerned, the undersigned- begs leave to make the following 


REPORT: 


Since the passage of the act above referred,the Company have 
been actively engaged in the prosecution of the work at diff- 
erent points on the Fox river, and have completed the lock, 
dam, and section at Little Kankanna, the section at Menasha, 
and the lock at Fort Winnebago. The lock and section at 
Rapid Croche is about four-fifths completed,and will be brought 
to use by the first of June, 1859. The lock and dam at Mon- 
tello is over one half finished, and will be completed by Oc- 
tober, 1859. 

The locks at Depere and Portage City are not yet com- 
menced, but will pee be built during the coming year. 
They are in such shape as not to interfere with the navigation. 
The Canal at Portage City is not finished, but will progress 
during the year 1859, and is now in a condition to pass boats 
up to the city. 

A large amount of dredging has been done on the Upper 
Fox river, and by the opening of navigation next spring there 
will be no trouble in passing steam boats from Green Bay to 
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Portage City, and barges will be able to pass out into the Wis- 
consin river. 

The Company have two powerful dredge boats, which will 
be engaged in deepening the upper Fox at all points which 
may he necessary during the next year. 

Two wing dams have been built in the vicinity of Princeton 
on the bars, which contract the water and form a good chan- 
nel over the bars. Several more wing dams will be built the 
coming year between Princeton and “Berlin, and these, with 
the dredging which will be done, will form a good channel for 
boats drawing’8 1-2 feet of water at all places on the upper 
Fox during ordinary low water in said river. 

There is no doubt but the navigation will be in good order 
from Green Bay to Portgage City, during the coming season, 
for boats drawing 3 feet of water, and after that for boats 
drawing 4 feet of water from Green Bay to Oshkosh and Fond 
du Lac, and 3 1-2 feet of water from Oshkosh to Portage City,’ 
as required in said act. 

The navigation of the lower Fox from Green Bay to lake 
Winnebago, was opened in June,1856,but owing to the dam and 
lock not being built at little Kankanna, it was suspended in the 
latter part of the season. In 1857 the navigation was good 
until September, and from that time to the middle of Octo- 
ber, the time the dam above mentioned was completed, there 
was some difficulty from Rapid Croche to this point, a dis- 
tance of six miles, but after the dam was finished navigation 
was perfect. 

During the season of 1858 there was no interruption of nav- 
igation of any moment, except for a few days about the first 
of May, when a break occurred in the bank of Canal at Me- 
nasha. Steamboats have made their regular trips daily from 
Green Bay to Oshkosh and Fond du Lac. They have also 
run regular from Oshkosh to Berlin, and for a considerable 
portion of the year from Berlin to Montello and Packwauka, 
and occasionally to Fort Winnebago. Navigation was opened 
on the 12th of April, and closed on the 27th of November, 
making 7 1-2 months, which is nearly one month more than 
the average of the New York canals. 


There was issued at Green Bay 272 clearances, nearly all 
for steamboats passing through to lake Winnebago and other 
points above. There was issued at Appleton 311 clearances, 
9-10ths,of which were for steamboats running from lake Win. 
nebago to Green Bay. ` The actual trips of steamboats both 
ways between these last two points, was about550. The num- 
ber of up passengers was 3347, and of down: 3965. The num- 
ber of tons of up freight was 6,901, and of down freight 
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11,804 tons. The above only embraces the passengers "and 
freight on the lower Fox, as the tolls are paid by the lock, 
and no account is kept at our offices of what crosses lake Win- 
nebago or are transported on the upper Fox. 

The increase of business for 1858 and 1857 has been about 
40 pon cent., notwithstanding the hard pressure of the times, 
and the short crop of 1858. 

With the route open from Green Bay direct to Portage City, 
it is not unreasonable to suppose that the business will be at 
least doubled over the last year, and with the line perfected 
to the Mississippi river, the business must in a short time be 
increased to an almost incalculable amount. This channel of 
commerce, at some future day, must be to this State, to a 
great extent, what the Erie canal has been to the State of 
New York, and whoever looks at it with an impartial eye 
must come to this conclusion. 

The capacity of the Improvement will exceed that of the 
enlarged Erie canal of the State of New York. Our iocks are 
160 feet by 35 feet, while those are only 110 feet by 18 feet. 
We can use boats 144 feet long by 84 feet wide, while they 
can use boats only 97 feet long and 17 1-2 feet wide. 
We use steam power altogether, and can run our boats from 
5 to 10 miles per hour, nile they use horse power, and only 
average 1 1-2miles. They are now experimenting with steam in 
order to adapt it to their purposes, by which they hope fo double 
their speed, and the results are such that the people begin to 
think that a new era is about to dawn on their prospects, and 
they are almost insane on the subject. 

We now have a channel of commerce which, as far as com- 
pleted, entirely excels what they ever anticipate to accom- 
plish, and our pegple in general are perfectly indifferent while 
there are no works of improvement contemplated or in pro- 
gress, which will produce such universal benefit to the general 
prosperity of the State, as the Fox and Wisconsin Improvement. 

No work has been done for improving the Wisconsin river 
since the passage of the act of 1856. From an examination 
wliich I made of said river in October, 1857, from Portage 
City to the Mississippi river, which was at a very low stage. 
of water, I am satisfied that it can be successfully navigated, 
and that within the next two years steamboats will run direct 
from Green Bay to the Mississippi river, and thence up and 
_ down that river to any points where boats now run. This 
will open anew channel of commerce across our State in a 
northeasterly direction to the great chain of lakes. 

Then will be realized what is referred to by P. D. Andrews 
in his celebrated report to Congress in 1852, on Colonial 
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and Lake trade. At page 52 of said report he says, referring 
to the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, “The 
‘junction of the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers is in fact, 
“by this route, brought nearer to the lakes than St. Louis, 
“and the transportation of goods being by an uninterrupted 
“line of steamboat navigation throughout the whole chain of 
‘lakes, and across the State of Wisconsin, the trade to be one 
“day transacted by this route will be enormous.” 

Again at page 162 he says, “From this point steamers can 
“navigate the Mississippi upward or downward at option as 
“occasion may require. This-is the first water route which 
“has been opened connecting the lakes with the Mississippi, 
“navigated by steam power, and what the result of its opera- 
“tions may be, is yet in the bosom of the future.” 

“By this line there is an uninterrupted:steam communica- 
“tion from Buffalo, Oswego, and Ogdensburgh, or the Cana- 
“dian cities, and the mouth of the St. Lawrence, to St. Louis, 
‘New Orleans, and the Balize.” 

“This is certainly indicative of a new era in the practice of 
“inland navigation, as it will open at once an easy and direct 
“communication between New York and the new States of 
«Wisconsin and Iowa and the Minnesota Territory, render 
“any of the above named points on the Mississippi river easier 
“of access by way of the lakes than St. Louis itself.” 

“This line of communication brings the lead mines of Ga- 
‘lena nearer by a hundred miles to the lakes than to St, Lou- 
“ig, and to it ultimately all the hidden wealth of the upper 
“Mississippi valley—incalculable in its amount, and apparent- 
“ly inexhaustible—must become tributary, inasmuch as for 
“the transmission of heavy freight and produce, this is the 
“easiest and most direct, and therefore the cheapest channel,” 

I have prepared statements which are hereto attached, show- 
ing the amount of tolls collected in the years 1857 and 1858, 
the number of passengers carried each way, and the kinds and 
quantities of freight transported each. way for the year 1858. 

All which is respectfully submitted, . 

Ps DANIEL C. JENNE, 
/ Chief Engineer & Superintendent, 

Chief Engineer’s Office, 

Appleton, Jan. 7th, 1859. 
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STATEMENT OF TOLLS 
Collected on the Fox and Wisconsin Improvement in 1857 and 1858. 


Derxns, | GREEN Bax, APPLETON, “APPLETON, Tora, Tor , 

| 1857. 1858. 1857. 1858. 1857. ` ~ 1858. 
April sa ea aces eset $232 71 $133 74 |...essess. .$ 310 85 $ 232 71 $ 444 09 
May.......... ey ae ee 367 65 360 09 | $100 74] 63238] 468 39 992 47 
UNG iio 356.5 wean eee ek Ra o se awe 424 87 405 45 576 36 954 90 1,001 23 | 1,860 35 
Palycce ceca swewese an Sed 46176} 362°64|' 64175} 1,197 32] 1,103 51, ` 1,549 96 
AUQUSh s desea haw esinaas EON 479 13 403 10 573 27 692 19 1,052 40 1,095 29 
September.....s.ceceeeeeeue. | 93985 | .51458-| 62589} 77993] 96574 | 1.298 81 
October.....c.5...0085 iced | - 404 84 - 443 95 479 98 864 78 882 77 1,308 68 
November ........ Asha giles estan 180 71-; 303 80 376 29 | 432 28 557 00 736 05 


Total. usaie luae] $2,891 52 | $2,917 35 | $3,372 28 | $5,863 35 | $6,263 75 | $8,780 70 
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STATEMENT 


Of the number of passengers and of the kinds and quantity of 
freight transported both ways on the Fox and Wisconsin Im- 
provement, for the ak 1858. 


ARTICLES. MEASURE. | DOWN. UP. 
Passengers, .........eeeeees +... .{Number, | 3,965 3,347 
THE FOREST. 
Furs and Peltry, ........ TETEE » (Pounds, * ` 513} . 
Product of Wood.’ 
Lumber of all kinds, and logs, a teas Feet B. M. |3,922,767|2,570,703 
Spokes and staves,.......0.. scese Number, 10, 000 87, 550 
Wood and tan bark,........-ee Cords, 128 
Pot and pearl ashes, EEEE T Barrels, . 107 
AGRICULTURE. . 
Product of Animals. | 
Porkhecec ty bie sik shee Geass aae |Barrels, 172 142 
Beon eip eka ra 6 hdd AEA "424 42 
Bacon cca si sanecwes TEER [pomas 1,200 835 
Choasa e ore neei E oae ta i aleas 200 2,735 
Button ecr servere i dagen ous aie G ‘| 26,459 425 
Lard, tallow and lard OU aweanheces «“ 996 759 
ool, ee rT rer c 13,346) ` 135 
Ides ew boat eso nisi esaeas «& 4,022! 10,107 
Vegetable Food. 
I cess ieucca enh eos ...+.{Barrels, 25,130 37 
E E ht Lines O Bushels, | 26,683 
COT e E EE E EA | 3,564 
Corn meal,..........605 ee Barrels, 427 § 
Byes twee rerna nies vette Bushels 4,260 
Onsen acne, Teon ron edas EE eA i 43,025 
Bran and ship stuff... i asaseaun Pounds, : | 838,891 300 
Potatoes sda eea ra teiaa Bushels, ` 2,170 109 
Peas and Beans,.... a...n. nea a ` | 140}. 2 
Green and dried fruit,.... ....... Pounds, 24,395) 129,953 
All other Agricultural Products. : ~ 
Clover and grass seed,....... eues .|Pounds, > | 1,645 
HOS whee x ewie ceeds SUSEN aaah t 4,374 
Unmanufactured tobacco,......... oo Meas 840 
MANUFACTURES, . ; 
Domestic spirits,............. "e. (Gallons, - 2,976! 14,997 
DSA ie nk cas eke) ana eed Ba Pounds 8,844) 57,567 
Furniture, se sscg trode a esae ene a 85,073| 123,869 
Bar and pig lead,..........-006: “ 2,468 1,462 
; x 
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STATE MEN T.— Continued. 
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ARTICLES. | MEASURE. | DOWN. UP. 
Piedone ides yews tes Pounds, | 288} 42,000 
Bloom and bariron,. ..... oree. c 216) 149 oe 
Castings and iron wate,.......... G | 88,763; 1362 
Domestic woolens,........ os 4 | i : 36s 
Domestic cottons,.........26-06. cs | | 
TAOTO | 4 |> 20,400 1 435, 543 
Foreign salt,.... 20.66. e cece eee. as | 910 
MEACIIANDISE, | 
SUS awa tcek ec EET + .|Pounds, 13,207 304,089 
Molasses ees onra enia e aia & 1,000; 69,€&6 
O C EE E EE ET s 1,400) 59,617 
Olle id ea Stee es i 50,425 
Nails, spikes and horse shoes,.... |“ 2,200] 242,302 
Iron and steel,.. 22... ee eee ee íí 200 2,235 
Flint, enamel, ‘crockery & glassware  “ 11,770+ 86,606 
All other merchandise,..........., 333,125) 627,630 
. OTHER ARTICLES, 

Horses, live cattle, hogs and sheep,. .|Number, 208) | 34 
Sand, stone, lime and “clay, Sewa gana Pounds, 1,601,630! 844,551 
Miner Al COM eG.cc eda cea ses c | 108,503 
BriCli saws aca sieneen saas an ie a 61,200; 18,500 
TAT see datas Gell O | s 197,577) 506,517 


